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Synopsis

A man who understands animals better than people...Since his grandparents died, wildlife rehabber
Rhys Greeley became a hermit with only wild animals and his dog, Cocoa, for company. Juggling
the care of dozens of injured and sick creatures in his barn, he’s forged a simple, if lonely, life for
himself. Everything changes when his former best friend returns to town with a Purple Heart and a
horrific story.A former hotshot pilot with broken wings...James Jardine left Big Woods for the Air
Force Academy so he could escape his late father’s abuse. After a harrowing and widely-publicized
experience in the Middle East, he’s back, but he’s not the same person he used to be. Hindered by
chronic pain and PTSD, he can only see a bleak and solitary future for himself. But when he finds
an injured hawk in his backyard, he crosses paths with his best friend from high school.Two best
friends open their hearts to love...James starts helping Rhys with the animals, and the two friends
rediscover the rapport they once hadéa "as well as the fact that they’re both gay. But when more
hawks are found injured and a wildfire threatens the barn, James finds he has to overcome his fears
to save the animals. Will Rhys be able to help him fly again?Phoenix is a steamy gay romance novel

with a HEA and no cliffhangers.
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Customer Reviews

Phoenix is a delightful friends-to-lovers book by Rory Wilde. Phoenix is about Rhys Greeley and
James Jardine. Rhys and James were childhood friends until James joined the Air Force Academy
to escape his domineering and abuse father and a mother that did nothing to stop him. He tried to
keep in touch with his best friend, but they ended up drifting apart. Rhys has always had a report
with animals that he got from his family, and he has turned his family home into a wildlife
rehabilitation refuge. However, life would be a lot easier if he had somebody to help him take care of
all of the animals. Somebody that loves the animals as much as he does. James has just gotten
back to Big Woods after getting honorably discharged from the Air Force Academy after his horrific
ordeal in the Middle East. He came back with a purple heart, lots of media attention, and PTSD. He
is also suffering from severe depression that has him disconnected from the real world and no
energy to do anything but sit on the couch. When he finds a hawk that has been shot and injured,
he finally has a reason to get back in touch with his best friend, Rhys. He calls him to come and get
it. James starts hanging out and helping at the Wildlife Refuge and the attraction that they were both
starting to feel in high school comes back. Both are hesitant to bring up their feelings for each other.
When they finally get around to expressing their feelings, they both agree to see where the
attraction for each other leads. However, somebody is out in the woods trespassing on private
property and trying to kill hawks. Rhys reports to the police and animal control that somebody is
hunting the hawks. And between Rhys and James, they are able to narrow down the people who it

could be, thereby helping the police to find the person faster.
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